
January Newsletter
Welcome Back!
Hello Parents and Guardians,

As you may know by now, Utterback Middle School is a "B" rated school in accordance with the
standards as determined by the State Board of Education! We are so proud and excited to be at this
level of academic achievement. This is a win, not only for our campus but for our entire community.
We achieved our "B" status through lots of hard work, a culture and climate shift, and by hiring highly
dedicated educators that go above and beyond for our students. So many have asked how we have
taken a failing, low-performing, often violent school and transformed it into a place of care, where all
students are respected and their academic achievements are improved. The truth is that we have
some of the most dedicated staff members I've had the pleasure of working with. Our entire staff has
bought into a vision of care, love, and academic excellence. Through this vision, we are achieving
excellence.

I would also like to thank the Utterback community, parents, and guardians who have trusted me to
lead this campus thus far. It is my absolute honor to serve this incredible campus and community and
I look forward to going further and beyond.

With that being said, we are approaching a very pivotal and crucial time of the school year. We are
only 7 weeks away from the Arizona Academic Standards Assessment (AASA) and only 3 weeks
away from the AZELLA Assessment. These assessments will determine our current standing with the
State Board of Education. We are very hopeful to maintain our B status but it will take lots of hard
work from students, parents/guardians, and educators.

In reviewing our current standing on the district quarterly assessments, I am very proud of the
progress that we have made in Math during this school year. In fact, our 7th-grade students have the
second-highest standing of all Middle School students in TUSD. Achieving higher scores than Dodge
and Mans�eld!

Literacy has historically been a di�cult subject for our students as a collective. We have shown a
major de�cit in this area for over 20 years on this campus. Unfortunately, this school year is no
different. In fact, we are truly struggling to engage our students in literary pursuits. There is
resistance, hesitancy, and lack of self-esteem that surrounds reading on our campus.

Our awesome ELA department is working so hard to encourage students by reading culturally relevant
texts and giving students choice and voice. Our literacy classrooms are inspirational spaces on our
campus that encourage excellence. Even with these intense endeavors, our teachers are struggling to
impact achievement in reading. As a former reading teacher, I have been leading the charge of best
practices that have proven to be levers of success. Despite these efforts, our students continue to



drown on district assessments, which will have a huge impact on the state assessments.

If we are not intentionally increasing the rigor in our reading classrooms, we will no longer meet the
requirements to hold our "B" school rating. More importantly, we are not preparing our students to
enter into higher levels of education and workforce opportunities. Reading is the most important
subject that our students encounter in education. It is the basis of all other learning.

Breaking this generational pattern will require all of us. I am asking for your support as a parent,
guardian, and/or community member. We need support in the following ways:

1. Attendance continues to prevent student success on our campus. There is a direct correlation
between student attendance and academic performance. Please avoid keeping students home
unnecessarily. We need every student at school EVERY DAY and ON TIME! Every day counts, and
every class counts.

2. Check ParentVue every week! Students tend to perform at a higher level when the adults in their
lives keep account of their grades. Have conversations about their grades every week. Help your
student set a goal and reward them for achieving their goal. Contact teachers or myself if you are
concerned with your student's progress.

3. Show up for Parent-Teacher Conferences. This quarter we are focusing on students that have
multiple failing grades only. We have a list of students with very low grades that require a conference.
If you don't receive a call from a staff member, your child is working at their potential.

4. Sign the library card application- This week students received a library card application. This
application will become very important as we partner with Pima County Library to create more
reading opportunities for our students. The application requires your signature and is then returned to
school.

5. Encourage your child to read every night for 30 minutes. It can be for fun or for informational
purposes, but 30 minutes can create a life-changing outcome for every student. This will become a
school mandate but we need your help to ensure our kiddos are staying on track at home. Those who
read for 30 minutes every day will live two years longer than those who don't, according to a study
from Yale University.

The more families we get to commit to these pillars the more likely we are to break this generational
and communal concern.

Thank you for your continued support. We know these are challenging times and we are here to
support and encourage our entire community.

If we can be of any assistance please call us. We are here to serve!

Video Recording of this message: https://youtu.be/BmvgyvBZnME

Sincerely,

Taranika Sanders
Principal
Utterback Middle School
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